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5- Carnap, Rudolf., “The Elimination of Metaphysics Through Logical Analysis of Language “, Translated by
Arthur Pap, in A. J. Ayer, ed. Logical Positivism, The Free Press, New York, Third Printing September 1960, p.62:
«In the course of historical development of a word frequently changes its meaning. And it also happens at
times that a word loses its old sense without acquiring a new one. It is thus that a pseudo-concept arises. »

6- Ibid., p.63: «...and similarly, that a word is significant only if the sentences in which it may occur are
reducible to protocol sentences. »

7- Ibid., p.63: « Since the meaning of a word is determined by it criterion of application (in other words: by
the relations of deducibility entered into by elementary sentence-form, by its truth-conditions, by the meth-
od of verification), the stipulation of the criterion takes one’s freedom to decide what one wishes to “mean”
by the word. »
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8- Ibid., p.64: « If no criterion of application for the word is stipulated, then nothing is asserted by the sen-
tences in which it occurs, they are but pseudo-statements. »

9- Ibid., p.67: « The alleged statements of metaphysics which contain such words have no sense, assert noth-
ing, are mere pseudo-statements. »

10- /bid., p.68: « If grammatical syntax corresponded exactly to logical syntax, pseudo-statements could not
arise. »

11- Ibid., p.68: « If grammatical syntax differentiated not only the word categories on nouns, adjectives,
verbs, conjunctions etc., but within each of these categories made the further distinctions that are logically
indispensible, then no pseudo-statements could be formed. »

12- Ibid., p.72: « Metaphysics is not “superstition”; it is possible to believe true and false prepositions, but
not to believe meaningless sequences of words. »

13- Ibid., p.72: « Metaphysical statements are not even acceptable as “working hypotheses”, for an hypothe-
sis must be capable of entering into relations of deducibility with (true or false) empirical statements, which
is just what pseudo-statements cannot do. »

14- Ibid., p.73: « Therefore no God and no devil can give us metaphysical knowledge. »
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15- Ibid., p.74: « What follows from “I am a European” is not “I exist”, but “a European exists”. What fol-
lows from “I think” is not “I am” but “there exists something that thinks. »

16- Ibid., p.76: « We have seen earlier that the meaning of a statement lies in the method of verification. »

17- 1bid., p.76: « If something were lo lie, in principle, beyond possible experience, it could be neither said
nor thought nor asked. »

18- Ibid., p.77: « It is altogether impossible to make a statement that expresses a value judgment. »

19- Ibid., p.77: « It is the indicated task of logical analysis, inquiry into logical foundations, that is meant by
“scientific philosophy” in contrast to metaphysics. »

20- Ibid., p.78: « The (pseudo) statements of metaphysics do not serve the description of states of affairs, nei-
ther existing ones (in that case they would be true statements) not non-existing ones (in that case they would
be at least false statements). They serve for the expression of the general attitude of a person towards life. »

21- Ibid., p. « We find that metaphysics also arises from the need to give expression to a man’s attitude in life,
his emotional and volitional reaction to environment, to society, to the tasks to which he devotes himself, to
the misfortunes that befall him. This attitude manifests itself, unconsciously as a rule, in everything a man
does or says. It also impresses itself on his facial features, perhaps even on the character of his gait. »
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22- Ibid., p. « What is here essential for our considerations is only the fact that art is adequate, metaphysics
an inadequate means for the expression of the basic attitude. »

23- Ibid., p. « It is not the reader, but the metaphysician himself who suffers from the illusion that the meta-
physical statements say something, describes states of affairs. »

24- Ibid., p. « The metaphysician believes that he travels in territory in which truth and falsehood are stake.
In reality, however, he has not asserted anything, but only expressed something, like an artist. »

25- Ibid., p. « Metaphysicians are musicians without musical ability. »
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Carnap, Rudolf., “The Elimination of Metaphysics Through Logical Analysis of Language ,

Translated by Arthur Pap, in A. J. Ayer, ed. Logical Positivism, The Free Press, New York, Third
Printing September 1960, pp.60-81.
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